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the ideas or subject-matters are different, but the eyes,
the mind, the imagination. Only the 'pure* Aryan can
appreciate beauty: The black and the yellow could not
comprehend anything else but ugliness; it is for them
that ugliness was invented and will always remain ne-
cessary.*

Some impatient readers may consider such state-
ments puerile gibberish or at best the result of unlimited
conceit and fatuity. Actually Gobineau, just as Hegel
before him, draws very definite political and historical
theories from his investigations into the decline of Brah-
manism. For Gobineau's obvious thesis all through his
book on the inequality of the human races is to prove the
superiority of the 'white principle', i.e. the Aryan race,
over all the other races on earth. Historically speaking,
such an argument would imply the complete absence of
any history worth mentioning among the black and yel-
low people. And all his arguments go to prove that this
is so. Apart from his rather curious assumption that the
new Anglo-Indian race is destined to a great future in
Indian political life, he concludes his chapter on India
with a number of paragraphs dealing with the racial
problem from th,e historical angle which again closely re-
minds us of Hegel: 'The West has always been the cen-
tre of the world,' he says. 'Even from a purely moral
point of view it is correct to maintain that, apart from all
patriotic pre-occupation, the centre of gravity of political
life has always oscillated between occidental countries
without ever leaving themr having, according to the age,
two extreme poles, Babvlon and London, from East to
West, Stockholm and Thebes in Egypt, from North to
South; beyond there is isolation, limited personality, in-